
Rates 

We acknowledge that Regional Council rate increases have been amongst the lowest in 
our region, however, local government rates are increasing in excess of CPI. Ratepayers 
are in a cost-of-living crisis. Growth cannot be an excuse as it is simply a factor you will 
have to deal with.   

How will you manage Rates increases? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Comments (200 words max): 

JASON ROXBURGH



Debt 

Debt has been the easy option for local government entities to resort to in order to hold 
rates down in the face of inflation, growth, and a need to be re-elected. Councils such 
as Hamilton and others have had rating downgrades pointing to a failure by Councils to 
prudently manage their finances.   

How will you deal with debt? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Comments (200 words max): 

JASON ROXBURGH



Amalgamation 

The amalgamation of some or all of Waikato Councils has been an issue the Chamber 
has been canvassing for some years. Auckland has been amalgamated, and the net 
result is seen as positive for their community with little diminution of democracy.  
“For the 2025/2026 rating year, Auckland Council has announced a total rates increase 
of 5.8%, equating to approximately $223 per year for the average residential property.” 

What is your considered position on Amalgamation? 

For amalgamation 

Against amalgamation  

If in favour of change, how would you implement it? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Comments (200 words max): 

JASON ROXBURGH


	Text1: Focus on core responsibilities and essentials.
	Text2: Deliver value for money and efficiency.
	Text3: Share the load fairly.
	Text4: Rates are rising at a time when households, farms, and businesses are already under pressure. As a Regional Councillor, my priority will be to keep costs under control while ensuring the services that matter most to Waikato communities are delivered effectively. My top three priorities are:

Focus on essentials: Regional Council must stay disciplined, prioritising core responsibilities like water quality, biodiversity, biosecurity, flood protection, regional planning, and climate resilience.

Value for money: Every project and service must show clear benefits and avoid duplication. I will push for efficiency across council operations.

Fair and balanced funding: Where possible, we must secure greater central government and industry contributions, and design rating systems that reflect both the ability to pay and who benefits.

By investing wisely in long-term solutions, such as pest control and resilient infrastructure we can prevent much higher costs in the future. My approach is about fairness, accountability, and focusing on the outcomes that matter most for the Waikato Region.
	Text5: Borrow only for long-term assets
	Text6: Keep repayments manageable
	Text7: Strengthen external partnerships
	Text8: Council debt is a useful tool when it funds the right projects, but it must be managed carefully to avoid passing unfair burdens onto future generations. As a Regional Councillor, my approach will focus on three priorities.

First, borrow only for long-term assets: Debt should be limited to investments like flood protection, climate resilience, and environmental infrastructure, assets that provide lasting value across decades. Day-to-day operations must be funded from within existing budgets, not borrowing.

Second, keep repayments sustainable: Council must maintain prudent debt levels, with borrowing and repayment schedules that ensure rates remain predictable and affordable, avoiding sudden shocks to households and businesses.

Third, strengthen partnerships to reduce reliance on debt: By securing greater central government funding, working with iwi, and building industry co-funding arrangements, we can share the costs of major projects more fairly, easing the pressure on ratepayers.

Responsible debt management means making smart, forward-looking choices, investing in the future without compromising the present.
	Check Box9: Off
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: I approach the idea of council amalgamation with caution. Bigger is not always better, particularly in a region dominated by rural and small town communities. Any change must clearly deliver benefits for Waikato communities, and my position is that amalgamation should only be considered if it can:

Improve services and efficiency: reduce duplication, simplify processes, and deliver better value for ratepayers.

Protect local voices: ensure that rural, small-town, and community perspectives are not lost in a larger, centralised structure.

Deliver long-term benefits: any amalgamation must be proven to create stronger environmental, social, and economic outcomes, not just short-term savings.

Until those conditions are clearly met, I don't support amalgamation. Instead, I favour stronger collaboration between councils, sharing expertise, aligning priorities, and working together on regional challenges like water, biodiversity, climate resilience, and transport, without losing the accountability and responsiveness that comes with local decision-making.
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